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����� There is a famous 
quote from the prophet, 
Micah: “What does God 
want of you – to act justly, 
to love chesed and to 
walk humbly with your 
God.”  Justice might eas-
ily translate in our minds 
to decency, equanimity 

and righteousness (closest to the original 
Hebrew meaning), but what is chesed?  The 
rabbis of the Talmud define it as benevo-
lence.  I add to that definition – a spirit of 
generosity. 
     It is interesting that the prophet speaks of 
acting justly and loving chesed.  Maybe the 
distinction has meaning.  Our actions must 
be categorically just but chesed, benevo-
lence, is a degree deeper than external acts 
of goodness.  It is their source.  Maybe a 
spiritual take on the concept might be: make 
of yourself a vessel for benevolence so that 
it flows naturally from you.  One can act 
justly without chesed.  You can give charity 
begrudgingly.  You can speak words of 
thanks without an iota of gratitude.  These 
acts themselves have value because of their 
impact on the world but a higher level of liv-
ing – what we might call a truly spiritual life - 
involves an inner transformation.  We must 
lift ourselves out of the mammal realm of 
need and rise to a higher place of purpose 
that makes of a man or woman a mensch. 
      

     On May 14th, we will experience a Shab-
bat service with a beautiful theme – Conver-
sations with God.  An email arrived this 
morning asking me if the service related to 
the book of the same title.  Perhaps.  They 
will certainly share common threads.  Our 
service will focus on conversation, connec-
tion, silence, song and prayer.  I invite you 
to mark your calendars and to join us for a 
very special evening. 
 
Cantor Ron Li-Paz 
ron@cantorli-paz.com 
818-879-8087 

 

Spiritual Leader—Cantor Ron Li-Paz 

1-818-879-8087 

Musical Director—Jack Bielan 

1-818-704-1516 

Office Administrator—Jan Roth 

1-818-882-4VOS (882-4867) 

Rabbi Emeritus—Jerry Fisher 

1-818-888-4714 
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     I remember years ago listen-
ing to one of radio's first on-air 
psychologists, a lady named 
Doctor Toni Grant. 

     Toni was perfect for the gig.  
Possessing of smooth, dulcet 
tones and a reassuring, level-
headed manner, she espoused 
traditional family values long 

before political fear-mongers expropriated them 
as weapons of mass manipulation. She never 
screamed, shrieked and or deliberately belittled 
anyone. She was the gold standard by which 
today's media shrinks should be measuring 
themselves, though regrettably few do. 

     It was on Dr. Grant's shows that I first heard 
the two sagely phrases, "life is not a dress re-
hearsal" and "life isn't always fair". 

     In retrospect, they both appear hackneyed 
absolutes of today's self-help culture in which 
everyone's got an answer for everyone else's 
problems. 

     But they're still big pills to swallow - espe-
cially side by side. 

     On one hand we're warned that we'd better 
live in the here-and-now, because today is yes-
terday's tomorrow. If there's places to go and 
people to see, the time to act is now. If our 
hearts are of cinemascope dreams, we'd best 
set about making them come true, because who 
knows what tomorrow may bring? 

     And it's good advice which goes hand in 
hand with Rabbi Hillel's famous words, "…and if 
not now, when?"  We procrastinate at our own 
peril, because rehearsal time's long since ex-
pired. 

     But then there's the other guy. 

     That sneaky little scamp who warns us that 
we dare not let our expectations get out of hand; 
that "real world" warning which suggests we 
ought  not   dream   too  wide; that  harbinger  of  

defeat which screams that some people are 
destined to succeed - while it's just not in the 
cards for others; that nexus of negativity which 
whispers that, despite our most herculean ef-
forts, we're destined to live lives of quiet frustra-
tion because, after all… life isn't always fair. 

     So how do we reconcile all that when we're 
at moments in our lives when we're overrun with 
disappointment and disillusionment? 

     Don't look to me for an answer because right 
now I haven't got one. Huge issues in my life 
aren't yet going the way I'd hoped, despite my 
certainty that I've tried my best and worked my 
hardest. On top of that, a spiritual philosophy to 
which I subscribe warns me not to have exces-
sive expectations, and suggests I act as if I'm in 
acceptance, whether I really am or not. 

     But I'm not there yet. I'm not willing to accept 
that this is the way it's gonna be, and that I 
shouldn't expect the panorama of my life to ex-
pand beyond my wildest dreams if I continue to 
work for it. 

     I'm not gonna give up. I'm just not. 

     But between you and me, what I am gonna 
do is continue to pray.  I am going to continue to 
turn my dreams over to my God, even if He's 
not acting as the waiter I'd selfishly like Him to 
be and serving up orders on my timetable. 

     I've been at this life too long to believe He's 
not listening. I've got no other choice than to 
continue working hard and trying to be the best 
man I can for the people in my life who love me. 
Damn the "life isn't always fair" adage right now. 
More importantly, I'm not rehearsing for my life - 
I'm living it. 

     And I'm choosing to believe that God hasn't 
carried me this far to drop me now. 

     Thanks Doctor Grant.  You were a big help. 

 

Jack Bielan 
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     The VOS Men’s Club has been petitioned by the 
staff of the Shriners’ Children Hospital to make a re-
turn visit. Our previous visit last January was so suc-
cessful that the VOS Men’s Club is making a return 
engagement on May 22nd at 10:00 am.  

     This visit gives the club members and their spouses 
an opportunity to perform a great mitzvah by putting 
smiles on the faces of the children who are there. To-
wards this end, we are asking all members of VOS to 
please bring an unwrapped new toy to the next Shab-
bat Services, May 14th.  Bob Brandt or Jason Levi will 
be collecting them.  

     If you are not a member of the Men’s Club and 
would like to participate in this event, please call Bob 
Brandt or Jason Levi at the phone numbers that ap-
pear below, and join the VOS Men’s Club. The dues 
are only $5.00 a month, and we meet on the first 
Thursday of every month at the home of Bob Brandt at 
7:00 p.m. Food and beverages are provided at no 
cost, courtesy of the Brandt’s. 

     On March 21st we went bowling at the Woodlake 
Bowling Lanes for a Sunday morning of fun and re-
laxation. This was followed by lunch at a nearby eat-
ery. 

     The following is a partial list of future events: 

A day at Dodger Stadium for a home game; Deep-
sea fishing with a possible overnighter; a charita-
ble fund-raising auction at a local restaurant with  
funds to go to a designated charity; another visit,  
by popular demand, to the Shriners’ Children’s 
Hospital; a visit to the Simi Valley Museum; a visi t 
to the Museum of Tolerance; a visit to the Skirball  
Center, and many other events.  

     If you decide to give us a try, call me or Bob Brandt 
at the phone numbers below to join or come to the 
next meeting on May 6, 2010. However, please RSVP 
because Bob graciously provides the food and we 
need to know approximately how many are attending. 
New members and new suggestions are always wel-
come, so give it a try. I guarantee you’ll love it. 

B’Shalom 

Jason Levi                      Bob   Brandt, Presi dent 

Secretary, Treasurer        
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     April 9th Services, “From the Holocaust to Hope: 
A Service of Remembrance and Celebration,” cre-
ated by Cantor Ron were VOS-unique, heartfelt and 
memorable. With thanks to all who participated, from 
those who lit memorial candles honoring the 
1,500,000 Jewish children who perished, to survi-
vors or children of survivors who joined in the Shab-
bat candle-lighting ceremony, to those who read 
words from the camps or who expressed their own 
or other’s feelings, to Laurie and Larry Rudner who 
brought an Israeli Air Force film.  The film combined 
the past history of Polish Jews who were in Ausch-
witz with the present, the grandchildren of those Pol-
ish Jews who are now in the Israeli Air Force and 
have vowed to keep their people safe.  Thanks also  
to Erika Schwartz who combined the ancient past in 
her D’var Torah portion with her Holocaust experi-
ences and those of her entire family and expressed 
her strong personal feelings about her concerns for 
today.  Who could forget the adorable Ruth Saul, 
who spoke eloquently and without notes, and left us 
with a joyful, hopeful recounting of her trip to Israel 
with Cantor Ron and VOS members. She shared the 
impact it has made on her and her family.  

     This one paragraph and the words “heartfelt and 
memorable” can’t begin to express the impact of “A 
Service of Remembrance and Celebration.” 

     Please join VOS at the Hilton Hotel on Friday, 
May 14, 2010 at 8:00 p.m. for “Conversations with G
-d.”  Remember to bring little ones to Tot Shabbat in 
the Apollo Room at 6:30 p.m. where Judy Gaffin 
continues to make learning so much fun. 

Paula Burgh 

Religious Practices, V. P. �

     Your Sisterhood is not 
meeting in May.  Our next 
date for getting together will 
be June13 at 4:00 p.m.at the 
Calabasas Tennis and Pool 
Club.  We are looking for a 
big turnout for our group pic-
ture, so please mark your 

calendars.  Be sure to look for an article on our Mys-
tery Event in June’s Outreach. 
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     “I’m too old to go to school…I don’t want to have 
to study…I don’t want to have to take tests…I don’t 
want to work hard…”   

     Well, guess what!  Except for going to class once 
a week, you don’t have to study; you don’t have to 
take tests, and you don’t have to work hard.  All you 
do is go to class, bring your Tanakh (Torah + other 
Jewish writings) and your notebook (which includes 
other writings on Jewish learning) which you receive 
upon registration!  The rest is up to the curriculum 
and the wonderful teachers at The Florence Melton 
Adult Mini-School! 

     Too old?  Come on!  One of the students in the 
second year is over 90 years old!  We’re never too 
old to learn! 

     This is a two-year program but you commit to pay 
for one year at a time. Class is once a week for a 
total of about 3 hours – 2 classes.  First year classes 
are: Rhythms of Jewish Living (rituals/lifecycles) and 
Purposes of Jewish Living (Jewish thought/
theology).   You learn about all the holidays, right 
before they occur, so they have special meaning for 
you. You learn about all the Jewish rituals:  Birth, 
B’rit Milah, Baby Naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, marriage, 
divorce, conversion, death and dying, where is G-d?; 
where was G-d during the Holocaust?, etc.   

     The second year classes are:  Jewish Ethics and 
Dramas of Jewish Living (Jewish history).  You learn 
where Judaism stands on such issues as homo-
sexuality and organ donation, as well as an in-depth 
look at the historical development of Judaism.   

     This is an awesome program!  The teachers are 
Rabbis and Jewish educators of the highest caliber!   

It’s the season for coming to see and hear what 
these classes are.  You are welcome to attend 
classes and see what lies in store for you.  I encour-
age you not to miss this opportunity to experience 
this amazing program. 

     Please ask me about the program and/or contact 
the head of this program, Rabbi Rachel Bovitz.   
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     If you are interested  in hearing  Cantor Ron Li-
Paz give a presentation at Mount Sinai  on the the 
Jewish perspective on death and dying, please 
contact me. 

     A show of interest will help us secure a definite 
date for this event.  I look forward to hearing from 
you, so that we may share this interesting and in-
formative program . 

Alex Mizrahi  

“ We’re never too 

old to learn!”  
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Dr. James Isaacs 
818-783-7387 
eyesix@yahoo.com 
17009 Ventura Boulevard (two blocks 
west of Balboa Blvd) 
Encino, CA 91316 

     Office offers a complete, modern, 
medical and surgical facility for animals. 
We offer internal medicine, surgery, den-
tistry, ultrasound imaging, pet foods, 
boarding, and even professional groom-
ing. Our associate, Dr. Linda Mackinnon 
offers alternative medicine and acupunc-
ture as well. Offices open Monday – Fri-
day 7AM to 6 PM , and Saturday 8 AM to 
3PM. 

�

�!("�)"�!��(��"��  

Chai with Harriet is offering “Sweet 
Sue” at the Lonny Chapman Theater, 10900 Bur-
bank Blvd., North Hollywood. 

     Thanks to all the great reviews, the run of 
SWEET SUE has been extended through May 9th 
with performances on Fridays, Saturdays, and a 
Sunday matinee.  Reserve your tickets by calling 
Laura at the theater (818-700-4878) to see this fabu-
lous story about love and how we communicate with 
each other-–told across one steamy summer.  Feel 
free to ask her for a call back to confirm. Be sure to 
give her your telephone number and tell her that you 
are from Valley Outreach Synagogue (Chai with 
Harriet). 

     Other exciting news is that The Pink Lady is pro-
ducing Rocking With the Ages Two.  Number One 
was a smash.  Number Two is selling out, but we 
have a block of tickets at $18.00 per person for 
Thursday, June 3rd at 2:00 p.m. at the Whitefire 
Theater, 13500 Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks. Let’s 
get a group together.  We look forward to receiving 
your reservations.   

     For either or both performances send payment of 
$18.00 per ticket made out to VOS to Jan at the 
VOS office. In the Memo line put the name of the 
show(s) you will be attending. 

 

Harriet and Arnie Kornfield   

MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS 

 

 

 

      

     The ad above is  

an example of how you too can advertise 

your services, business, or skills to our 

membership on our web site at no cost 

to you.  Check  out  vosla.org  and then, 

perhaps, add  your listing, or find a ser-

vice you can use. It’s another one of 

those wonderful win-win situations. .  

Contact Jan at vosla@socal.rr.com  

(Must be temple member.)  

 On-Line 

Advertising 

�

�

It is a win-win situation.   

Fill out the order form  

on page 16 and contact  

Charlotte Johnson or  

Nadine Chudacoff to place your order. 
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Age Advance/Online* At Gate 

18-64                            $ 11 $15 

65 & up $ 8 $10 

10-17 $ 8 $10 

Under 10 Free Free 
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     All are welcome to join the women attending the 
VOS Book Club on Wednesday, May 5th, 7:00 -9:00 
p.m. at the home of Bobbie Lampke.  We will be 
reading Daughter of Fortune by Isabel Allende.  To 
RSVP and get directions, call Bobbie   

. 
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     The company that makes our Yahrzeit plaques 
will not be printing them one at a time as in the 
past.  We will need to order at least two at a time—
an efficient and cost-saving change.  I have one all 
ready to go.   

     It’s time to order your plaque/plaques for loved 
ones.  The cost remains at $200 each and can be 
paid off over a 6-month period. There are 14 spaces 
unfilled at this time.   

     Again, please let me know if you ordered pre-
need plaques and I haven’t spoken with you. Con-
tact me.   

Marcia Gould, Yahrzeit Chair 
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TASK FORCE MEETING 

     Our Task Force Meeting is Sunday  

May 16, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 

CALABASAS TENNIS AND POOL CLUB 

 23400 Park Sorrento 

Calabasas, CA  91302-1743  

     All members of VOS are welcome to attend. 

Call Jan Roth for directions  

818-882-4867 

� � �
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This hilarious play pits a father-in-law against a 
mother in a comedic succession of squabbles.  The 
play is one hilarious confrontation after another until 
the heart-warming finale in which the oldsters dis-
cover that each other is really not so bad.  Everyone 
needs to laugh out-loud and this surefire hit will hit 
the mark! 
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The 1991 Tony Award musical comes to life on the 
Glendale stage.  It focuses on the life and career of 
famed humorist and performer, Will Rogers.  Using 
as a backdrop of the Ziegfeld Follies (in which he 
often headlined), the play describes every episode 
of his life in the form a a big production number.  
This is sure to be one of Glendale’s all-time favorite 
musicals. DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 

For tickets and information call: 

Sheri Albala   

All proceeds for ticket sales support the VOS. Choir.   
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     The 2010 AIPAC Policy Conference was a resounding success – almost 20% more supporters of Israel 
were in attendance than last year.  The attendees again included college and high school students – almost 
1,300 of them! This is a very impressive showing from one of the most important constituencies, the future 
leaders in our Jewish, Christian and Muslim communities who already support Israel and are being educated 
about the importance of US-Israeli relations. 
 
     The numerous speakers and dignitaries in attendance included Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Opposition Leader Tzipi Livni, Ambassador Michael Oren, Secretary of State Hilary Rodham-
Clinton, former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, acclaimed author Dan Senor, Senators Lindsay Graham (R 
– SC) and Charles Shumer (D – NY). 
 
     The presentations and speeches were very moving, with the central themes being the prevention of a nu-
clear Iran, a two-state solution for the Palestinians, and that Israel has the right to defend itself.  There was 
some discussion regarding the recent comments on both sides about the Jerusalem housing communities – 
President Netanyahu resoundingly stated that “Jerusalem is not a settlement; it is the capital of Israel!”  Sec-
retary of State Clinton also mentioned the issue in her speech and stressed that like friends who sometimes 
disagree, the leaders of countries can disagree as well but their disagreements should not be argued in public 
as this only allows detractors the opportunity to perceive a wedge in the relationship. 
 
     One of the most moving presentations was one regarding Israel’s immediate response to the earthquake 
in Haiti.  The Surgeon General told how he received the call about the earthquake and within ninety minutes,  
two 747’s filled with doctors, nurses, search and recue teams and supplies were in the air.  The first response 
to the tragedy in Haiti was not the first time these teams have responded so quickly.  The capability is a direct 
result of the training at home responding to the innumerous terrorist attacks and SCUD missile attacks in Is-
rael over the past 62 years.  The humanity of Israel was also emphasized to counterpoint the claims of geno-
cide in Gaza. 
 
     The prevention of nuclear capability in Iran is the largest focus for AIPAC currently.  There were numerous 
discussions and points of view during the daily plenary and break-out sessions.  These ranged from a softer 
approach continuing to work on moving Russia and China to join the US in significant sanctions to the US go-
ing it alone, because while we wait for Russia and China to move, we are allowing Iran additional time to con-
tinue their nuclear program.  The prevention of a nuclear Iran is paramount to the survival of Israel and to 
Jews around the world.  It affects not only the Middle East, but the security of the United States. 
 
Overall the 2010 Policy Conference was once again an incredible experience – reaffirming my commitment to 
supporting the organization that has supported US-Israel relations for almost as long as the State of Israel 
has existed.  VOS’s contingent grew from three of us in 2009 to twenty-two this year.  Our goal is to have a 
contingent of at least fifty next year – May 22-24, 2011.  Please go to www.aipac.org and register now to get 
a discount.  The registration fee is fully refundable up to thirty days before the conference if your plans need 
to change.  I look forward to being with you in Washington DC next spring.  
 
Please go to AIPAC’s website and view the many speeches I discussed here.  I also highly recommend Dan 
Senor’s book Start Up Nation – The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle – it is a fascinating read. 
  
B’Shalom, 
 

Steven Raft 
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PRESIDENT                              Marsha Kabb                       
V.P. MEMBERSHIP    Wilma Hitchins   
V.P. MITZVAH  Bob Resnick            
V.P. EDUCATION  Don Bilsky                            
V.P. RELIGIOUS PRACTICES Paula Burgh            
V.P. WAYS AND MEANS Larry Rudner            
TREASURER                             Erika Schwartz                    
RECORDING SECRETARY Linda Mike                           
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Adult Chavurah  Judy Livingston            
   Emily Kaplan            
Adult Choir  Randie Rosenberg            
Aid to Israel  Rick Rice                              
AIPAC   Steve Raft                             
Bereavement Committee            Marlene Frierson            
Chai with Harriet  Harriet Kornfeld            
Dinner Dance Committee Co-chairs 
                                                   Dojie Cayse                          
                                                   Marilyn Ross                         
Finance Committee  Larry Rudner                        
Glendale Theatre  Sheri Albala        
High Holiday Committee Stan and Suzi Taub                
   Larry and Laurie Rudner      
Historian   Ellis Miles                             
Jewish World Watch                   Linda Mike                            
                                                      
Koreh LA   Bob Resnick            
Loss of a Child Group                 Grace Gross                        
Men’s Club  Bob Brandt            
Mt. Sinai   Alex Mizrahi            
Oneg   Simone Brandt            
Operation Interdependence   Sheri Albala            
        Reva Sander            
Outreach Newsletter                  Johanna Spira   
     
Project Caring  Annette  Kulik            
   Jill Due             
Publicity   Jason Levi            
Scrip                                           Charlotte Johnson                
                                                   Nadine Chudacoff                 
Simchas                                     Linda Kroll                            

Sisterhood  Erika Schwartz            

   Jan Roth    
Tot Shabbat  Judy Gaffin            
Tribute Cards                             Barbara Vam Sluyters           
                                                     
Yahrzeit Board                           Marcia Gould                        
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     Our April Showers are sure to bring us beautiful 
May flowers and playtime in the park, and walks on 
the beach, and reflection that almost half of the year 
will soon be past.  Lots of simchas to kvell over…. I 
hope you all had a pleasant Passover! 

     On March 14, Sean 5 ½, grandson of Jacqueline 
Callan & Fred West , hit his first homerun of the 
season with the Braves @ West Hills Baseball Field, 
the same place former Dodger pitcher, Randy Wolfe 
spent his youth playing baseball. Watch SEAN go!  

     Rosalie Saiger , mother of Linda Kroll , has just 
undergone cataract surgery in both eyes and is 
pleased as punch to see more clearly.  She highly 
recommends that everyone with cataracts has this 
surgery.   

     Arlene Pater  is proud to announce the birth of 
her grandson, Alexander Edward Brito Pater, who is 
named after his grandfathers. Born March 30 to Ar-
lene’s younger son, Gregory, and his wife, Eliane 
Brito, They reside in Knoxville, TN.  with Alexander’s 
sister, Sophia Madison, who is already 14-months 
old! Mother and son are doing well.  As you can 
imagine, they are all pretty excited to have a Pater 
boy to carry on the name. Mazeltov!  

     Fred West & Jacqueline Callan’s  granddaugh-
ter, Michelle, is getting her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Child and Adolescent Development from the College 
of Health and Human Development at CSUN, on 
May 18th. Michelle will be going on to earn a teach-
ing credential and Master's Degree.  Her passion is 
to teach Special Education, focusing on severely 
handicapped children. 

Please share your simchas with our VOS family to: 
simchas@roadrunner.com. Please write “SIMCHA” 
in the SUBJECT LINE to insure I recognize your re-
ported Simchas. 

Kol Tov Chaver, have a happy, healthy, pleasant 
month.  Linda Kroll   
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Thanks to our volunteers who tire-
lessly helped us get our C-Rats 
out to our troops.  Without you, far 
fewer of them would get those mo-
rale-boosting C-Rats. Thanks to: 
Jacqueline Callan, Reva Sander, 
Barry & Barbara Lampke, Arnie 
Kornfield, Bob Krause, Nadine 
Chudacoff, Arlene Pater, Harriet 

Golden, and Carolyn Smith. 

     Additional thanks to the Adopt-a-Box sponsors 
who have funded the  shipping of these boxes in 
the first quarter of 2010: Michael and Monica Li-
Paz, Nadine Chudacoff, J. Holt and  Halaine Rose, 
Peter and Eileen Malis and Kay Gordon.  Your 
thoughtful generousity reaches so many apprecia-
tive individuals. 

     HELP!  Our supplies are down to critical levels.  
As the economy becomes more challenging, so 
does our ability to serve our military. Without assis-
tance, our Los Angeles center will not be able to 
fulfill our commitments in the coming months.  The 
next time you are shopping at Costco, Smart & Fi-
nal, 99 Cent Store or the grocery, just pick up one 
extra item for OI.  It will make a world of difference 
in someone’s life that is touched by our shipments.  
If we all did a little – it would mean so much! 

     Items of need include: razors, pocket-pack 
Baby Wipes, Wet Wipes, Chap Stick, eye drops, 
Crystal Lite On-the-Go, tea bags, gum, hot cocoa, 
oatmeal and cookies and snack bars of all types, 
tissues, hand cream, beef jerky, mouse traps, fly 
paper, and foot powder. 

     For just $30 you can bring a little happiness to 
fifty service members overseas. Make it a Cha-
vurah event for just a few dollars per person. 

     Our next packing day will be Saturday, May 
15, 2010. If your group or organization would like 
to volunteer please contact Sheri  or Reva  to 
make arrangements.   

 

O.I. exists on less than 5% overhead which means 
that 95% or more of each dollar you donate goes 
towards the postage costs of sending C-Rats over-
seas.  If making a donation by check, please make 
your checks payable to: Operation Interdepend-
ence. 
 

Hello Nancy Kupersmid and the VOS Teens, 
 
     Greetings from Iraq to you and your patriotic 
group of teens.  I am Chaplain Kinnune, and I 
serve as the Army Garrison Chaplain in 
Balad.  We did joyfully receive some of the boxes 
you all sent and saw the notes of encourage-
ment.  I would like to express my gratitude to you 
and everyone you work with there who obviously 
care deeply for those of us who serve in the 
Armed Forces.  It means so much to us to know 
there are fellow Americans (and others around 
the world) who stand by us in this mission against 
terrorism and that so many are praying for us. 
 
     We have been giving the items out to all who 
come through the Chapel Annex.  You and your 
team have brought smiles to many faces.  Please 
know that you have impacted morale here in a 
powerful way, and we consider you and your 
wonderful teens our valued friends.   
God Bless 
CH K.   
Chaplain (CPT) Robert Kinnune 
Army Garrison Chaplain, JBB 
13th ESC 
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     Holocaust Remembrance Day has passed into 
another year of history.  Many of us lit candles to 
commemorate the six million who perished at the 
hands of the Nazi murderers. 

     At just this time of year, I happened to read about 
a group of partisans, fighters who fought the Nazis in 
the forests of Europe, anywhere and any way that 
they could, who visited an air force base today. Israel 
is home to thousands of Holocaust survivors. They 
have lived here since the beginning - leaving the gas 
chambers of Europe to help build a nation. 
     Especially at this time of the year, at the annual 
commemoration of those horrible years , we honor 
them and we listen to them, to the nightmares they 
still suffer, the fears they still have, the scars they still 
carry. Today, they had a request for our pilots. A re-
quest, and a question. 

     More than half a century ago, they faced an en-
emy who wanted, needed, dreamed of annihilating 
our people. They know such evil existed in this world 
and they know that it still exists. One woman asked 
an officer in our air force if our pilots could reach Iran. 
“They can reach anywhere,” he answered, 

     I love that answer for its simplicity. He did not ex-
plain about Iran's nuclear infrastructure, spread over 
many sites, miles apart. He did not speak of the ha-
tred they knew better than most; he did not talk of oil 
and political maneuverings. He did not speak of 
America and if it would talk or act this time, as it 
failed to do for the Jews dying in Auschwitz - the 
ones who could have been saved if American had 
bombed the rail lines, as they were asked.  
     He did not speak of other European nations, of 
the silence that murders as effectively as poison gas. 
He did not talk of how much uranium the Iranians 
have or when their nuclear development will reach 
critical mass. Instead, he offered them a simple an-
swer carrying the reassurances these survivors 
needed. Yes, he was explaining, we can stop them. 
No, we will not be helpless again. No, you have noth-
ing to fear and yes, this time they will not succeed 
because we will stop them. 

     We will not depend on others; we will do for our 
people now what we could not do then. 
     An air force plane slowly rolled past the group, 
and the partisans began to clap. The pilot wanted to 
honor them; they gave their honor right back. Israel 
has given them a home, a land, and the courage to 
live after learning all that would encourage a person 
to want to die. More than a decade ago, one of our 
defense  ministers went  to Poland, to  the site  of the  

Warsaw Ghetto. In a sad and solemn tone, he spoke 
to those who could no longer hear him. He told them 
that the air force of Israel had come to pay their re-
spects. They'd come fifty years too late to save 
them, he explained, but they'd come to Warsaw. It 
was a promise that the air force would never be too 
late again. We would fly to Yemen, to Ethiopia, to 
Uganda. We would fly to Iraq and to Sudan, and we 
may yet fly to Iran. 

     A few years after that defense minister was in 
Warsaw, an Israeli pilot, son of a Holocaust survivor, 
honored those who died in Auschwitz by flying over 
the concentration camp. It was a message to his 
grandparents who had died there and to all the 
world. See us. Hear us. Know that this time, this 
time we can reach anywhere, not because we want 
to, but because we know that in this world, we have 
to. 

     Today, another survivor made her own request of 
the air force of Israel, “What I ask of you is to make 
sure that there will not be another Holocaust.” 

     This year, though, we can light candles of hope 
and support.  When you light memorial candles, 
please think of my son Elie, a young and handsome 
soldier, one of tens of thousands of strong, proud 
young men who guard Israel today and tomorrow. 
Think of them because what they do, they do for this 
precise reason.  Our sons will guard the skies of Is-
rael, the borders, the seas. Europe and America did 
what they did more than sixty years ago, and we 
know what they did not do. We know the railways to 
Auschwitz were not bombed and we know deals 
were not made. People were sent back to die rather 
than given refuge. 

     Today, Israel can send the bombs, make the 
deals, and offer refuge. It is an unbelievable thing, to 
ask a young man to make sure there will not be an-
other Holocaust, but that survivor's request was 
made to Israel and today, as our sons stand on our 
borders and fly our skies, they assure us all that they 
will honor that request, even if it means flying to Iran. 
 
Paula Stern  
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     We had a very nice VOS turnout for the VOS/
CSUN Holocaust Remembrance Day program held 
on April 15th at Temple Ramat Zion.  

     The evening started with a lecture by Dr. Marga-
rete Feinstein, who taught us much we did not know 
about theatrical presentations of the Holocaust in 
displaced persons camps in postwar Germany.  Her 
lecture was followed by a question and answer pe-
riod and then our Cantor Ron and Temple Ramat 
Zion’s Cantor Dorman officiated at a short memorial 
service.   

     For those who were unable to attend the lecture, 
further information is available at a fascinating web-
site.: Heartstrings. Music of the Holocaust.  If you 
get music and no text, click on the icon on the bot-
tom right of your screen and you’ll find the Introduc-
tion and Exhibition Homepage with a great deal of 
information. 

Paula Burgh 
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      A great big thank you to the 
VOS walking team for the Jewish World Watch Walk 
to End Genocide.  

     VOS had a strong team of over thirty-five people 
and raised approximately $3,500 for this cause. It 
was a good feeling to be able to help out such an 
important and worthy cause and to show the com-
munity our strength in numbers along with the larger 
Jewish community.  We are committed to never turn-
ing our backs on the Darfur genocide and focusing 
on educating the public about the conflict in the 
Congo as well as other conflicts occurring in the 
world. 

      Why walk? Because we must not stand idly by. 
Together, we have made a difference! 

Linda Mike 

���
������+�	�.
��������	
��. �

     Thank you to all who continue to donate to Israel.  
Your contributions are very much needed and ap-
preciated by the Ayalim organization which is build-
ing a strong core of young men and women to con-
struct new housing surrounded by new town centers 
and appropriate infrastructure which will interface 
with surrounding neighborhoods of Israeli and Arab 
backgrounds.  (Please see the Cover Story in The 
Jewish Journal, week of April 23-39, For a wonderful 
article on Ayalim…”Reviving the Zionist Dream” or 
visit the article at jewishjournal.com.) 

     Although I no longer collect your contributions 
when you exit Friday Night Services, I proudly con-
tinue my pledge to collect your “Aid to Israel” contri-
butions and mail you a receipt for tax purposes.  
Make your donations payable to Valley Outreach 
Synagogue with “Aid to Israel” on the memo line.  
Give them to me in person or mail them to me at the 
below address. 

RICHARD RICE, Chairman               

Aid to Israel Committee                   

 �

�

�
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Today is a wonderful day to let somebody know 
you’re thinking of them.  There can be a reason: an 
anniversary, birthday, bar or bat mitzvah, a condo-
lence, a get-well, a thank you, a hello, or a just be-
cause—the list is as long as your imagination.  �����
����	
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     Call or e-mail me. I’ll send a card for you.  Just 
tell me the amount of your donation (minimum dona-
tion is $5.00), who it’s for with their address and if 
you have a special message for them.  You’ll be 
contributing to the temple and letting people know 
you’re thinking of them, in the good times and the 
bad. 

     Want to send your own card but donate to the 
temple?  I can sell you blank cards at $5.00 each or 
a 5- pack for $25.00. 

     Call  evenings or weekends. I will return your call 
as soon as possible. 

Barbara Van Sluyters 

  

Tribute Card Chairperson 
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May 14 

6:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat 

8:00 p.m. “Conversations with G-d”  

 

June 11 

No Tot Shabbat  

   Shabbat  in the Park  

Perspectives on Outreach  

Oak Canyon Community Park 

5600 Hollytree Drive 

Oak Park, CA 91337 

 

July 9 

No Tot Shabbat  

Shabbat in the Park 

In Celebration of Family  

Oak Canyon Community Park 

5600 Hollytree Drive 

Oak Park, CA 91337 

 

August 13 

6:30 p.m. Tot  Shabbat 

8:00 p.m. Hopes and Dreams  

 

September 4 

10:00 p.m. S’lichot Service 

Congregant’s Home 

 

All services are at Hilton  

Hotel unless otherwise noted. 

6360 Canoga Avenue 

Woodland Hills, CA 
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